Virtual Environments

The Evolution of Online Learning?
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What is Second Life?

Second Life is a virtual world entirely built and
owned by its residents. Since opening in 2003,
SL has grown explosively and today™ is
inhabited by 4,907,403 residents.
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Virtual Worlds

* The Horizon Report, 2007 Edition
— Virtual Worlds

* Time to Adoption: Two to Three Years

« “Campuses and businesses have established
locations in these worlds, much as they were
creating websites a dozen years ago. In the same
way that the number and sophistication of websites
grew very quickly as more people began to
browse, virtual locations will become more
common and more mature as the trend continues.”
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Creating a Second Life

Register at

Fill out some basic information
Pick your avatar
Download/install the software
Login



http://www.secondlife.com/
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Second Life Registration: Basic Details

Choose Your Second Life Name

“Your Second Life name is vyour unique
in-world identity, You're able to create
vour own first narme and selact from a
wide variety of last narmesz. Pleasze
chooze vour Second Life name carefully,
zince it can't be changed later,

Enter Your Birthdate

Pleaze provide an accurate birthdate faor
vour own protection. We ask vour
birthdate to verify vour account if vou
ever forget vour Second Life name or
password,

Enter Your Email Address

Pleaze enter a valid ermail address, We
will never share your email addrezz with
anvone without vour explicit permiszion,
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Enter again for verification:
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GRID STATUS: OMNLINE

, S E c 0 H D ) Second Life Time: 12:42 pm PDT

Total Residents: 4,884,388
Logged In Last 60 Days: 1,696,028
Online Mo 31,709

AT : LY

| Want to Learn More About Second Life? B

| 1. Tech Support at Your Fingertips
2. Secrets of Scripting
3. Tools, Tutorials and Templates
4. Organize Your Out-of-control Inventory
5. sttend a Free Class going on nowl

Jews & announcements from blog.secondlife.com:

Rolling Restart on Main Grid Thu 22 Mar 10:27 &AM PDT
First Look Update: 59558 Wed 21 Mar 18:51 PM PDT
Shiort survey to be sent to a select group Weed 21 Mar 14:38 PM PDT

e 21 Mar 13:49 PM PDT
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[RESOLVED] Temporary Outage affecting 150 Regions

First Name; Last Name: Password:




Modifying your Avatar
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Click image to view “Modifying Your Avatar” video
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http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-2464707561005782849&hl=en
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Building Your
Second Life
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Click image to view “Building Your Second Life” video
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http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=545002317581301516&hl=en

Creating a Classroom

Traditional vs. Non-Traditional
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Student Interaction
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FGG Sugar Maple

Fate Gardens

Owner: Ansible Berkman
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Pedagogical Strategies

Immersion & Simulations
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Virtual Hallucidios
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Click image to view “Glacier Simulation” video

¥ Second Life m
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http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-4531032390377236465&hl=en

Potential Benefits

Hands-on learning
New form of interaction

Experience your school in a “physical
manner”

Marketing
Recruiting (virtual information sessions)




Potential Benefits

Virtual field trips

Develop your own immersive environment
Socialization

Networking

Virtual collaboration




Obstacles

* System requirements
v'Hardware
v'"Network Connection

« Stabllity

* Maintenance/Updates
@ “Black Wednesdays”

» Learning Curve

* Pricing




Obstacles

“Griefing”
Vandalism

Keeping students
on-task




Pricing

Basic Account is free

— Access to events, shopping, building (temporarily in
sand boxes), scripting & more

Premium Account Costs $9.95/mo
— Allows you to own land in SL

Private Island Ownership

— Education Discount
« Small island = $980 for 65,536 sq. meters (about 16 acres)
« Monthly land fee for maintenance = $150/mo

Renting space




Resources

SLED (SL EDucators mailing list)

Second Life
the official guide

SL Knowledge Base

http://secondlife.com/knowledgebase

SimTeach.com




Resources

* Info Island
 EduNation
« NMC Campus o
« Groups within SL ~

— Real Life Educator |
in SL g

— Academy of Second
Life
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Coming Soon!

Integrated voice functionality
— Volume dependent on proximity
— Phone bridging

— Control who speaks
— Lip synching
HTML on a prim
Better translators

Open source possibilities




What is UTD SOM doing?




Click image to view “UTD SOM Island” video




Questions?




Thank You!

Darren Crone (aka Darren Student)
darren.crone@utdallas.edu

Katrina Adams (aka Katrina Sol)
katrina.adams@utdallas.edu

Erin Jennings (aka Serinity Gaea)
erin.jennings@utdallas.edu




